OBSERVING SOILS LAB SUMMARY---TEACHER NOTES

1. Name the 8 soils you observed and describe at least one way that particular soil is used. Record at least one other fact about the soil.
#1-Limestone from Aurora, NC—used to make “lime” which is added and mixed into soil to help grass to grow well.  The limestone from Aurora is also used in making detergents.  (The limestone has phosphates in it which is added to detergents.)  Crushed limestone (chalk)is also used to line fields for football, soccer, baseball etc. /crushed limestone is also used in making cement (they mix the crushed limestone with gravel and water to make cement)

#2-Store-bought Potting Soil- excellent for house plants; contains fertilizer and nutrients that plants need in order to grow and bloom; contains mostly organic matter so it is dark in color.
#3-Wrightsville Beach Sand- good for plants that don’t require much water such as Cacti, Sandspur, Coconut or Palm Tree; good habitat for crabs; good for sandboxes and litter boxes

#4-Gravel- used for driveways, walkways and areas that need good water drainage; used to line septic fields so that sewage will drain.

#5-Loam- great for septic fields and most plants; has equal parts sand, silt and clay; absorbs enough water for plants but also drains well so plants don’t drown; good for farming and for gardens

#6-WLMS Clay- good for making bricks, pottery and great for building on; provides a stable foundation

#7-Mrs. Earls Front Yard Soil- great soil for organisms; lots of organic matter; good for plant growth

#8- Iowa Soil - lots of organic matter; great for growing crops (wheat, corn, barley, etc.)
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